The Dry of a PEOPLE going out to WaR. A. 7 


. 


"MC og 


Md 
M ** 
> * i 4 : 4 
1 a, " . 
N. 


_ Freached bore 2 Right Hanopralye, the. _ 


LORD MAYOR, 


ALDERMEN and CITIZ ENS, 


AT THE 


CATHEDRAL * Conn of St. FA ; L. 


o N 


Wedneſday the Eleventh of April, 1744. being the Day 
appointed by his Majeſty for a So EMN FAs r. 


By EDWARD COB DEN, D. D. 
Archdeacon of London, and Chaplain in Ordinary 10 His 
Majeſty. 

„ 8-0: 2 


Printed for M. Coo PER, at the Globe in Pater-Nofter Row, 
M DCC XLIV. „ 


WE Fo — ov - 
eee 


* * 4 
_ 1 
* E 
2 
9 

1 


WESTLEY, MAYOR. 


Tueſday the 1710 Day of April, 1744. and in the Seven- 


zeenth Year of the Reign of King George the Secoud, 4 
Great Britain, Sc. 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court be given to the Reve- 
rend Dr. Cobden, for his Sermon preached before the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Citizens of this City, at the Cathedral Church of 
St. Paul, on Wedneſday the Eleventh Inſtant, being the Day appointed 
by his Majeſty for a ſolemn Faſt ; and that he be deſired to print the 


ſame, 


M AN. 


To the Right Honourable 


The LORD MAYOR, and 
Coukr f ALDERMEN. 


My Lo RD, Se. 


T is with Pleaſure I preſent a Sermon, in 

I which Bribery is with ſo much Freedom 

cenſured, to ſuch Worthy Magiſtrates as 
are ſuperior to Corruption; and who, at the ſame 
time, are as eminent for their Loya/ty as for their 
Integrity. In both theſe J hope You will always 
ſet a Pattern, as in Your Loyalty You have 
lately done to the reſt of the Kingdom. 

I can truly affirm, that my Aim in this Dif- 
courſe, was neither to pleaſe, nor to offend any; 
but to deliver ſuch Truths as appeared to me 
moſt neceſſary and moſt uſeful : According to 
that excellent Sentence of a brave Conſul in 
Livy *, I ſhould be glad to pleaſe you, O Citi- 
zens, but I had much rather conſult your Safe- 
ty. In view of this, I thought it my Duty on 


®* yellem equidem vobis placere, Quirites, ſed muito malo vos ſalvos eſſe. 


Liv. Lib, III. 
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iv DEDICATION. 
ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, to declare my Abhorrence 
of a Sin, which has of late ſo notoriouſly prevail'd, 
and which, if not timely prevented, will, in my 
humble Opinion, and 1 believe in the Opinion 
of every unbiaſs d Perſon, prove fatal to a Go- 
vernment in its Conſtitution as happy as can be 
traced in Hiſtory, or framed by Speculation. 
That this happy Conſtitution, in the Hands of 
his Sacred Majeſty King GEORGE, and his 
Royal Line, may be deliver'd down inviolable to 
lateſt Taney, is the ſincere Prayer of, 


My LoRD, Ge. 


Your moſt Faithful and Obedient Servant, 


EDWARD COBDEN. 


2 CHR ON. VI. 34, 35. | 
If thy People go out to War againſt their Enemies, 
by the Way that thou ſhalt ſend them, and 
they pray unto thee towards this City which 
thou haſt choſen, and this. Houſe which I have 
built for thy Name : Then hear thou from the 


Heavens their Prayer and their Supplication, 
and maintain their Cauſe. 


to us as a Monarch of the moſt ſplendid Magn:ficence, the moſt 

extenſive Wiſdom, and the moſt exalted Piety, that ever fat upon 
a Throne. Of his Magnificence, the Sumptuouſneſs of the Temple 
gives us a noble Idea; of his i/dom, the Excellency of this Prayer is 
a laſting Monument; and of his Pzety, the Firſt is an evident Inſtance 
in that it was'a Temple, and the latter in that it was a Prayer, He is 
as Great as Dominion and Riches, and yet as Gosd as Religion can make 
him; as if all the Bleſings of Earth, and all the Graces of Heaven, 
concurr'd to dignify this renown'd and happy Prince, What a glorious 
and magnificent Figure does the Monarch here make ? and what Pity 
was it that he did not, thro' the whole Courſe of his Adminiſtration, 
keep up to theſe Seraphic Strains of Piety, and the Dignity of this 
wiſe and religions Conduct ? And how happy had it been both for 
themſelves and others, if all thoſe who had ſucceeded him in Govern- 
ment, had imitated him in is Period of his Life, in which he fo 
zealouſly promotes the Honour of God, and fo tenderly conſults the 
Benefit of his People, receiving the Applauſes of his Subjects, the Ap- 


1. the former Part of this Book of Chronicles, Solomon is ſet forth 


probation of his own Conſcience, and diſperſing all the Bleſſings of 


Heaven and Earth to all about him: rather than in that Part of it, 
which he himſelf has branded with Infamy and youy to all Incceading 
Generations? 

B The 


2 The Duty of a People going ont to War. 

The Words now recited are part of that admirable and Solemn 
Prayer offered up to God at the Dedication of the Temple, which had 
juſt then received its Accompliſhment in all human Workmanſhip, and 
wanted only this ardent Invocation, to call down the Blefling of Hea- 
ven to crown his Endeavours, and make it as much. the moſt glorious 
of Temples, as he was the moſt glorious of Kings. 

The main Subject and Deſign: of this Petition is to engage God's 
Aſſiſtance beforehand againſt a Caſe of Extremity, He previouſly 
beſpeaks the Favour of the Almighty, and only prays now that he and 
his People may be heard another Time, Giving us to underſtand, that 
the ſureſt and moſt effectual Way to make God our Friend in times of 
Hazard and Diſtreſs, is to ſecure an early Intereſt, and make our Ap- 
plication, while all Things are happy, and ſafe, and flouriſhing about 
us. 

He was now arrived to the moſt exalted Pitch of earthly Dignity, 
and ſurrounded with Honour, Eaſe, and Plenty. His Court was mag- 
nificent and glorious, his Subjects numerous and wealthy, and the 
neighbouring Potentates admired his Adminiſtration, and courted his 
Alliance: Yet in the Midſt of all this Affluence and Glory he is pro- 
viding againſt a different Face of Affairs; and while others were am- 
bitious of his Friendſhip, he was eſtabliſhing a League with one greater 
and wiſer than himſelf, even the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
who both made him great, and endow'd him with Wiſdom. 

While the Land abounded with all manner of Proviſion, he is then 
furniſhing inexhauſtible Granaries againſt a Time of Famine; while 
the Inhabitants flouriſh'd with Health and Vigour, he is preparing a 
certain Antidote for the Pe/{:lence ; and while all Things were ſerene 
and quiet, and as yet no Proſpect of approaching Diſturbance, he im. 
plores God after this manner: / thy People go out to War, 

Tf thy People: He is ſo gracious to intercede for them as his own 
People, yet ſo humble as to aſcribe the Honour of them to God, 
Here we have an admirable Pattern of an indulgent and generous Sove- 
reign. One whoſe Publick Spirit does not confine itſelf within the nar- 
row Limits of its own Advantage. He is not in the leaſt ſollicitous for 
his private Benefit, any farther than that is blended with the Good of 
thoſe he governs, and the delightful Proſpect of ſeeing them eh 


The Duty of a People going out to War. 3 
He has a tender Concern for their Welfare, and guards them ſeaſonably 
from diſtant Calamities. He thinks he is intereſted in ?heir Condition, 
and eſteems them the deareſt Part of himſelf, and in ſecuring their 
Happineſs, he forgets, or rather moſt effectually promotes, his oon. 
He conſiders he is God's V icegerent, and that he was advanced to that 
Eminence not tor Pleaſure or Oſtentation, but that he is in a Station 
of Charge as well as Dignity, and that his Duty riſes in proportion to 
his Power. | 
Tf they go out to War againſt their Enemies. War is a Buſinefs of that 
Moment and Importance, and in which the Interpoſitions of Providence 
are ſo frequently ſignalized; and going out to Yar of ſuch infinite Diffi- 
culty, Expence, and hazardous Conſequence, that it behoves us very much, 


in ſo weighty and dangerous a Concern, to invoke the Guidance and 
Protection of the Lord of Hoſts, and God of Battles: For 'tis he alone 


who can give Succeſs to our Endeavours, and make our Armies victo— 
rious. Twill be to no purpoſe, to rely on the Courage of our Soldiers, 
the Strength of our Navies, the Bravery and Conduct of our Generals 
and Admirals, if he, from whom alone theſe Advantages are derived, 
prepare to meet us, Amos IV, 12. or withdraw his Succours in the Day 
of our Diſtreſs. When the Inhabitants of the Earth turn Inftruments 
of Cruelty upon themſelves, and make a Trade and open Profeſſion of 
Murder, and employ all their Fortunes, Diligence, and Study, for the 
| Deſtruction of one another, tis high time then to implore the God of 

Facob to be our Refuge, to deliver us. from the artful 
placable Rage of our Fellow-Creatures. 

Tf they go out to War by the Way that thou ſhalt fend them. 

Hence we are inform'd, that not only Wars undertaken for our 
Safety and Defence, buteven thoſe which are Invaſive, may ſometimes 
be lawful, and agreeable to the Will of Heaven, That we may lead 
our Armies into the Bowels of a Foreign Nation, and ge out of the 
Limits of our Dominions, without tranſgreſſing thoſe of Equity and 
Juſtice. Some have been ſo over ſcrupulous in their Opinions upon 
this Subject, that they thought 20 War allowable upon the moſt urgent 
Occaſion: Others, on the contrary, have been fo over zealous in pro- 
moting their Perſuaſion, that they imagined it juſtified 24 Wars upon 
the moſt /rivolous Pretence. By the Suppoſition now ' recited, both 
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4 The Duty of a People going ont to War. 

theſe Miftakes are equally rectify'd. It teaches us, that even thoſe 
which are Foreign and Offenſive, which ſeem to be of a more heinous 
and injurious Nature, may yet be undertaken upon /awful and war- 
rantable Grounds ; and it intimates to us too, that the Merit of our 
Religion will never ſanctiſy the Occafions of our Mar; and that it was 
poſſible for God's peculiar People, who had received the pureſt Rules 
tor their Behaviour, and the beſt Directions for their Worſhip, from 
his own Mouth, to go out by a Way which he did not ſend them, This 
inſtructs us not to be ſo furious in the Advancement of our Religion, 
as to violate its fundamental Rules; nor to be too nice and critical in 
conſtruing its Precepts to the Prejudice of Society and Civil Go- 
vernment, 

And they pray unto thee : We are to take particular Care that the 
Grounds of our Quarrel are weighty, and the Inducements to it juſtifi- 
able, before we preſume to make God a Partner in the Diſpute. We 
muſt go by his Directions in the Cauſe, before we invoke his Aſiſtance 
in the Enterprize. Otherwiſe our Application to him would be the 
moſt provoking Indignity : Twould be entreating him to countenance. 
Iniquity and Oppreſſion, to have Fellowſhip with the blood-thirfly and 
deceitful, whom his Soul abhors, and to be Acceſſory to the Blood of 
thouſands violently ſpilt, and all the diſmal Conſequences of a barba- 
rous Campaign. 

And when we have taken care that our Cauſe be ſuch as he may ap- 
prove of, we are to beſeech him farther that he would e/þoz/2 it too, 
We are to make our Addreſſes to the Throne of Heaven, to proſtrate 
ourſelves at the-Footſtool of the Almighty; declaring our Dependence 
upon him, imploring Pardon for all our Perſonal and National Provo- 
cations ; that they may not ri/e up againſt us in the Day of Battle, and 
deliver us over to the Will of our Enemies. We are humbly to acknow- 
ledge, that tho it is the Juſtice of our Complaints which makes us en- 
ter the Field, yet that it is the Goodneſs of, our God we depend upon 
for Victory. 

Toward this City which thou haſt choſen, and this Houſe which I 
have built for thy Name. In the former Words we are inſtructed in 
Times of War to make our Addreſſes to God; in theſe we are inform'd 
of the Place where theſe Addreſſes are to be made; even at thoſe Places 
3 which 
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which he has peculiarly choſen, and which are eſpecially dedicated to 
his Honour, God requires our Publick Adoration and united Wor- 
ſhip in thoſe religious Structures which are ſolemnly conſecrated to his 
Service. Agrecably to this we find good and holy Men, whenever they 
were capable of the Opportunity, conſtantly to have repaired thither, to 
invoke his Power, adore his Majeſty, and magnify his Goodneſs. And 
even when they were deprived of the Privilege of being immediately 
preſent, they have obſerved the Times of publick Devotion, and that 
they might partake of this Dedicatory Bleſſing, have, at leaſt, worſhip'd 
toward the Holy Temple. P/al. cxxxviii. 2 Kings xx. 2. Dan. vi. 10. 

And even ſince the gracious Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, we find the 
Apoſtles, when they were at Feru/alem, conſtantly frequenting the 
Temple at the Hours of Prayer. Luke xxiv. 53. Ads iii. 1. 

T hen hear thou from the Heavens their Prayer, and their Suppli- 
cation, and maintain their Cauſe, 

Tho' the Almighty requires us to do Homage to his Greatneſs, and pay 
the Tributes of our Adoration to him, in thoſe Houſes which are reveren- 
tially ſtampt with his Name; yet are we not to imagine that his Preſence 
is confin'd to ſuch narrow Encloſures. Behold, the Heavens, and the 
Heaven of Heavens cannot contain him, how much leſs theſe ſcanty and 
contracted Manſions, His Duration is limited by no Time, nor is his 
Eſſence circumſcrib'd by any Space. He is more peculiarly reſident in 
the Sanctuary than in other Places, and ſtill more peculiarly in Hea- 
ven than there. Here, indeed, in theſe earthly Habitations, the Eternal. 
King vouchſafes us Audience; yet there 'tis he keeps his Court, is ſur- 
rounded with a conſtant Retinue of Angels, and ſhines forth in incon- 
ceivable Glory. Tho' the Earth is not too low for his Condeſceniion, 
yet neither is Heaven too high for his Majeſty. 

Having enlarged ſo much by way of Paraphraſe, I crave Leave to 
diſcourſe to you, as briefly as poſſible, of theſe OE Particulars. / 


F. To ſhew the Duty of a People going out to War. - 415 
II. The Aſſurance of God's Aſſiſtance if they perform this Duty. 
HI. The Happineſs of a People who are thus aſſiſted. | 
IV. and Laſtly, To make ſome Application of the Whole! to the 


Occaſion of the preſent Aſſembly, 
K e 


6 The Duty of a People going out to I ar. 
I. Here is the Duty of a People going out to War. 

And this is twofold. They are to take care that their Cauſe be good: 
And that they behave pioufly in promoting their Cauſe. They are to 
take care that their Cauſe be good, and ſuch as may ſtand the Trial of 
an impartial Court. They are #o go out by the Way which God ſhall 
ſend them. 

We now indeed receive no miraculous Directions from the Almighty 
for our Behaviour in theſe Military Affairs. We have now no parti- 
cular Inſpirations, no enlighten'd Prophets, no infallible Urim and 
Thummim to conſult upon theſe Emergencies. And as we have no 
Grounds to expect, ſo would it be ſuperfluous for us to receive, theſe 
immediate Commiſſions, For while the Scriptures, thoſe eternal Record; 
of Heaven are open, we need never be uncertain in our Conduct. | 

Theſe are the ffanding Oracles which we may continually have 
recourſe to, here we may till enquire of the Lord of Hoſts, whether 
we ſhall go out to War, and take undoubted Orders from their Re- 
ſponſes. Theſe inform us, that if the ambitious Vanity of conquering, 
the barbarous Humour of deſtroying, the exorbitant Pride of inſulting, 
or the inſatiable Deſire of gaining, incite us to Battle, we are then, like 
Ahab, ſeduced by falſe Prophets, and the Iſſue will be as ſucceſsleſs, as 
our Motives were baſe, But when the Chaſtiſement of Perfidiouſneſs, 
the Recovery of our Rights, the Security of our Lives, the Aſſiſtance 
of our Allies, the Reſcue of the Oppreſſed, or the Succour of the In- 
jured, provoke us to the Field, then may we with Honour and a good 
Conſcience take the Sword in hand, follow theſe Civil Leaders, with- 
out deſerting the Captain of our Salvation; nor will our Fighting here 
forfeit our Title to a Chriſtian Triumph hereafter, Not that I ſuppoſe 
it always neceſſary for a Soldier, who is a Subject, to be aſſured of the 
Lawfulneſs of the War he is engaged in; it is ſufficient if he be per- 
ſwaded of the Juſtice of it upon this Account, becauſe undertaken by 
the Magiſtrate. When he is oblig'd by the Command of his Sovercign, 
and compell'd by the Authority which God has ſet over him, he may 
then ſafely venture himſelf, and the Obedience of the One may be com- 
mendable, while the Injunctions of the Other are unjuſt : And even 
when the Prince is condemn'd for his Oppreſſion, the Loyalty of the 
Subject may acquit him. In Affairs of War the directing Power is 
lodged 
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lodged in the Hands of Princes, and only the executive belongs to pri- 
vate Perſons, And as thoſe, whoſe Office it is to execute the Sentence 
of a Judge, are acquitted in the Death of a Perſon unjuſtly condemn'd, 
ſo is the Subject who obeys the Command of his Prince tho' in an un- 
lawful War. For the Power of the Sword being committed to the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate, it belongs not to his Inferiors, to determine what 
Occaſions are of moment to unſheath it. 

As the conſulting the Subject in this Caſe is not neceſſary, ſo neither 
is it prudent or proper. For this would be admitting foo many into his 
Privy-Council, a giving the Enemy too fair an Opportunity to diſcover 
and prevent his Deſigns ;' and, at this rate, the very raiſing Forces might 
prevent the Enterprige. But where a Perſon is left to his own Liberty, 
there he ought to be very well informed of the Fairneſs of the Cauſe, 
before he voluntarily enters himſelf in the Service. What Apology, 
then, can be made for them, who, contrary to the Precepts of Religion, 
and the Laws of the Land, take up rebellious Arms in Oppoſition to 
anointed Majeſty ; and, in Compliance to a bigotted Zeal, run counter 
to their Allegiance to their Prince and their Duty to God ? 

The other Part of their Duty is, that they behave proufly in promot-. 
ing their Cauſe, This is expreſs'd by way of Suppoſition, 7f they pray 
unto thee ; intimating to us, that it behoves us, then eſpectally, to 
make Prayers and Supplications. The Petition is ſo well contrived, 
that the ſame Sentence which derives God's Bleſſing on the People, 
informs the People of their Duty to him. 

Altho' Repentance, Humiliation, and Prayer, and other Offices of 
Religion, are always acceptable to God, and never out of Seaſon, yet 
are they ſome times more eſpecially required of a People than at others. 
Thus in Times of Publick Calamity, when God's Judgments are 
abroad, Men ſeem to be loudly called upon and awakened to them; 
and it behoves them then to humble themſelves under the afflicting 
Hand of Providence, by a Repentance as deep as their Guilt, and a 
Devotion as extenſive as their Calamity. Their Application to God in 
time of War particularly, will appear very reaſonable, if we conſider 
either the End, the Nature, or the Conſequence of it. 

The great End and Deſign which God propoſes by ſhaking tbe 
Sword over a Nation, is either for the Trial of their Obedience, the 

Puniſhment 
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Puniſhment of their Sins, or the reforming their Manners. What 
Seaſon then mote proper to perform Acts of Piety and Devotion, than 
when they are under a State of Exerciſe and Probation ? When can 
they more ſuitably 'deprecate his Wrath, and implore his Pardon, than 
when they ſmart under the Laſhes of his Anger ? And what ſhall make 
them turn to the Lord their God, if theſe Meſſages, which are ſent on 
purpoſe to reclaim them, cannot prevail? 

If we reflect upon the Nature of it: It is an Appeal to the Great 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, to decide that Diſpute which his Vice- 
gerents here cannot or will not amicably compoſe. Tis a defiring him 
to interpoſe, and put an End to thoſe unhappy Controverſies which 
ariſe between contending Kingdoms. And is it not prudent to acquit 
ourſelves in the Eyes of that Judge, by whoſe immediate Determination 
our Cauſe is either to ſtand or fall ? Is it not neceſſary to qualify our- 
ſelves for his Mercy, at whoſe Tribunal our Trial is depending? Nor 
are we to imagine that the Merits of the Diſpute will bear us out be- 
fore an Impartial Fudge: No, he ſometimes ſuffers a Good Cauſe to 
miſcarry in the Hands of an unworthy People, We are no other than 
Criminals at his Bar, and God himſelf has a Controverſy with us ; and 
we mult farſt entreat his Forgiveneſs, and reconcile him to us, before 
we can comfortably appeal to his Sentence. And the moſt effectual 
Method of ſucceeding, is to have our Cauſe ſo good as to endure his 
Juſtice, and our Perſons ſo pious as to engage his Mercy. b 

If we attend to the Conſequence of it, this will be another Argument 
to bring us to our Prayers. It is not a trivial Concern, but our Con- 
ſtitution and Government, our All is, as it were, in the Balance; and 
if, like Belſbag gar, we are found wanting, our very Kingdom will be 
divided and given away. The Affairs of a Nation are then brought to 
a nice Juncture, and turn upon a Critical Point, and like a Veſſel up- 
on the Waves, the good or ill Succeſs of one Moment may carry it up 
to the Height of Proſperity, or ſink it into the Depth of Wretchedneſs 
and Deſpair, Its whole Dependence is brought to a very hazardous 
Period, and the Event of a ſhort Encounter may be of laſting and irre- 
coverable Importance. If in ſuch an Article of Danger, when he is ſo 
near ſinking, a Perſon is not excited to ſay. Lord, ſave, or we periſh, 
we may well ſay to him as the Mariners did to Fonab, What meaneſt 

intreat 
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thou, O Sleeper? ariſe, call upon thy God. Ought we not then to 
intreat the favour of the Almighty, who turns and diſpoſes all theſe im- 
portant Iſſues, as it ſeems beſt to his Eternal Wiſdom, ſo to order 
Matters, that our Lives, Liberties, and Conſciences, may not become 
a Prey to the Fury of our Enemies? EAR? | 

II. I am to ſhew the Aſſurance of God's Aſſiſtance if they perform 
this Duty. 

The Words of my Text being the ſacred Dictates of an Infalſtble- 
Spirit, the 1/raelites might from them undoubtedly conclude, that if 
their Behaviour was devout, God would readily hear them, and if their 
Cauſe was good, he would certainly maintain it, What God enjoin'd 
them to petition for, they might reaſonably depend on him for the 
Grant of, whenever they petitioned agreeably to his Injunction. But, 
to put this Matter out of all: doubt, God, in the following Chapter, in 
a moſt aſtoniſhing Manner, vouchſafes his Aſſent by his immediate 
Preſence, and this full and explicit Anſwer : If my People, which are 
called by my Name, ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, and ſeek my 
Face, and turn from their wicked Ways; then will I hear from Hea- 
ven, and will forgive their Sin, and will heal their Land, And what 
he thus ſpoke with his Mouth, he conſtantly fulfill'd with his Hand. 
Agrecably to this indulgent Promiſe he always attended the united Sup- 
plications of his returning People. 

To produce the ſeveral Inſtances which the Scripture affords of this 
Kind, would be to recount the Hiſtory of all the noble Atchievements 
which are there recorded. There we ſcarce find any ſignal Victory 
obtained, without particular Application to God by Prayer. And we 
hardly read of any particular Prayer offer'd to God, but what was at- 
tended with fore miraculous Deliverance, The Time would fail me, 
to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Sampſon, and of Feptha, of 
David alſo, and Samuel, and of the Prophets, Who by Faith and 
Prayer ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought Righteouſneſs, obtain'd Promiſes 
topp d the Mouths of Lions, quench'd the Violence of Fire, eſcap'd the 
Edge of the Sword, out of M. eakneſs were made ſtrong, wax'd valiant 
in Fight, turn d to flight the Armies of the Aliens. What an aſtoniſh- 
ing Privilege was this, to have his immediate Direction thus in al! 
Caſes of Emergency, and to be aſſured of Succeſs in all their Under. 
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takings, while they were obedient to his Laws, and invoked his Aſſiſt- 
ance? Theſe Things, indeed, under the Fewi/h Diſpenſation, were ſo 
certain and infallible, that while they behaved dutifully, and agreeably 


to the divine Commands, they were ſure, in every Inſtance, of the 


Protection and Aſſiſtance of Heaven. If they proſpered, it was owing 
to the Divine Favour, and that Favour conſtantly diſpenſed to them 
for the performing their Duty, If they met with any Defeat or Cala- 
my, it was but reflecting upon themſelves, and they might trace the 
Reaſons of it in their Diſobedience. [0 

And altho” we cannot aſſert the ſame, as to Temporal! Bleſſings, under 
Chriſtianity, which is founded upon nobler Hopes and better Promiſes 
than this World can afford; yet are theſe Aſſurances in the general, 
and in ſome meaſure, applicable to all States and Kingdoms, Accord- 
ingly we may obſerve, that even Heatben Nations have proſper'd and 
flouriſh'd in proportion to their Piety and Virtue: And their Declenſion 
in theſe hath been, generally, the Forerunner of their Ruin. And fince 
Jebovab is as much the God of the Cbriſtians as he was of the Feros, 
and we are as much his peculiar People, and govern'd by more excellent 


Laws of his promulging : Since Godlineſi to us bath the Promiſe liłe- 


wiſe of the Life that now is, and we are as much aſcertain'd of the 
Prevalence and Efficacy of our Prayers; and fince Societies and King- 
doms, as ſuch, can be only rewarded in his World; we may reaſon- 
ably preſume, that when a People faithfully keep up to the Precepts 
of the Goſpel, and apply to God with ſincere Repentance, the Good- 
neſs of Providence will liſten to their Addreſſes, and receive them into 
his Protection. How great the Happineſs of a People is in ſuch a 


Caſe, I am next to conſider. 


III. The Aſſurance of God's Aſſiſtance is grounded upon his Goodneſs 
and Veracity, and the Happineſs of thoſe who have it, is the Reſult of 
his Wiſdom and Power. Por if he is ſo wiſe as to conſult what is beſt 
for their Advantage, and ſo able as to effect it, then cannot that People 
fail of Proſperity, who by their Piety have prevailed with him to im- 
ploy that Wiſdom, and exert that Power, in order to promote it. O 
put not your Truft in Princes, nor in any Child of Man, ſays David, 
and he gives this Reaſon, becauſe there is no Help in them; but he ſub- 
joins, Bleſſed is be who bath the God of Jacob for bis Help, and whoſe 
Hope is in the Lord bis God. What, 
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What, indeed, are moſt of the Writings of this Sacred Prophet, but 
beautiful Deſcriptions of the Happineſs of a People who are in ſuch a 
Caſe, and their Bleſſedneſs who have the Lord fon their God. He ſpeaks 
of it with ſo ſenſible a Reliſh, and his Expreſſions are fo noble and 
ſublime, that they diſcover him raviſh'd with the glorious Affiance he 
was then exalting, and ſtrongly affected with the Pleaſure of having 
ſuch a Hope and a Fortreſs, ſuch a Caſtle, and Deliverer, and De- 
fender to confide in. There is none like the God of Feſburun, who rideth 
upon the Heaven in thy Help, and in his Excellency en the Sky, The 
Eternal God is thy Refuge, and underneath are the everlaſting Arms. 
He .ſhall thruſt out the Enemy before thee, and ſhall jay, Deſtroy them. 
Tjrael ſhall then dwell in Safety alone, the Fountain of Jacob ſhall be 
upon a Land of Corn and Wine, alſo. bis Heavens ſhall drop down Dew- 
Happy art thou, O Iſrael. Who is like unto thee, O People ſaved of the 
Lord, who is the Shield of thy Help, and who 1s the Sword of thy Ex- 
cellency ? Are we terrified with the Multitude of Horſes and Chariots, 
and a People greater than we? let not our Hearts faint nor tremble, 
when we have engaged the Almighty on our Side. At his Command 
the Stars in their Courſes ſhall fight, all Nature ſhall be in Arms, and 
the very Elements ſhall ſtand in Array. At his Command the Hoſt of 
Cherubin and Seraphin ſhall engage againſt the Enemy ; or, at his 
Command, the Enemy ſhall be deſtroy'd, even without an Engage- 
ment, 'Tis true, as we have net ſuch particular Directions, fo nei- 
ther have we ſuch viſible Succours immediately from Heaven, as they 
were vouchſafed under the Jewiſb Diſpenſation. God permits the Ma- 
nagement of theſe Military Affairs to more ordinary Methods, nor are 
the Footſteps of Providence fo eaſily traced. Yet till he gives the de- 
ciſive Turn to every human Enterprize, and diſpoſes of Defeat and 
Victory according to his good Pleaſure. Theſe Things often fall out 
ſo contrary to all the Appearances of Probability, and the Events of 
War receive ſuch unexpected Revolutions from ſuch inconfdernble Con- 
tingencies, that we can aſcribe them to nothing but that #nvifble Hund 
which guides the Spring of this great Machine. God ftill ſufficiently 
declares his Preſence by raiſing up proper Inſtruments, by ſuggeſting 
ſeaſonable Counſels, by making happy Diſcoveries, by injecting Serra. 
Nat Terrors, and by diſtracting with unaccountable Jealouſſes: VO 
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Fathers have not only told us the noble Works which were done in their 
Days, and in the old Time before them ; but late Inſtances have con- 
vinced us, that by the Error of a Meſſage, the Miſcarriage of a Letter, 
or ſome ſuch deſpicable Incident, the beſt concerted Schemes have 
proved ineffectual, the braveſt Armies defeated, and the moſt ſanguine 
Expectations blaſted. 15 

We of this Nation have Reaſon to bleſs the Divine Goodneſs for the 
many amazing Deliverances we have been favour'd with. And was it 
not owing to the peculiar Hand of Providence, when but lately our 
gracious Sovereign and his Army were inclos'd as in a Net, and reduc'd 
to fuch Diſtreſs that they ſeem'd to be in the Power of an Enemy, who 
did not want Inclination to deſtroy them ; that then, by a ſurprizing 
Turn of Affairs, they were carried out of Danger upon the Wings of 
Victory? 

Thus if Defence and Security, if Peace and Plenty, if Succeſs and 
Victory, can make a People happy, Happy are the People that are in 
fuch a 9 yea, bleſſed are the People, who have the Lord for their 
God. 

That we may endeavour to make this Caſe our own, I proceed, 

IV. and Laſtly, to make a brief Application of the whole to the 
Occaſion Aut preſent aſſembling. 

We live, by God's Bleſſing, under a Conſtitution the beſt calculated 
to promote the Happineſs of Mankind, of any in the World ; being 
equally guarded againſt the Tyranny of ab/olute Power, and the il! 
Conſequences of unbounded Popular Licentiouſneſs, Under the Influ-” 
ence of it we enjoy the beit Means of Salvation, and the pureſt Wor- 
ſhip which the Golpet preſcribes, and our being dutiful Subjects is no 
ways inconſiſtent with our being good Chriſtians ; but at the fame time 
we may be true to our God, and loyal to our King. I only mention 

1 this to excite your Gratitude to God for ſo great a Bleſſing, and to in- 

ſpire you with a juſt Zeal in the Defence of what coſt our Fathers ſo 

much Blood and Treaſure, and which we, their oo, ſhould endea- 
vour to preſerve. 

Our Fleets and Armies are going out to War againſt their Enemies, 
pow we truſt too by the Way which God hath ſent them. This the fre- 
quent and united Complaints of our Merchants, leave us no room to 


queſtion. 
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queſtion, I believe there never was a War which was more importu- 
nately called for by the general Voice of the People, and in which the 
Opinion of the whole Kingdom was more unanimous. Nor are theſe 
only the Sentiments of the Populace, but of all Orders and Conditions 
of Men among us. Our Repreſentatives in the great Council of the 
Nation have, with great Strength of Eloquence, diſplay'd to us the 
abſolute Neceſſity of it, unleſs we will tamely fit ſtill, and ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be ruin'd, without endeavouring our utmoſt for a Redrefs. 
Nay, we are aſſur'd by the King himſelf from the Throne, that he 
finds himſelf obliged, for vindicating the Honour of his Crown, ſecu- 
ring the Trade and Navigation of his Subjects, and defending his un- 
doubted Rights, to declare War againſt the King of Spain. 

To manifeſt likewiſe to all the World, that we were not puſh'd on 
by the vainglorious Deſire of conquering, or the inſatiable Thirſt of 
Revenge, we endeavoured to accommodate our Differences by Treaty, 
and firſt tried all the gentle Methods of Peace and Reconciliation ; till 
we found ourſelves only deluded by ſpecious Pretences, in order to render 
us more unable for our Defence, and the more eaſily and effectually te 
deſtroy us. We laboured for Peace, but uben we ſpake unto them thereof, 
if they did not make themſelves ready for Battle, they plunder'd and in- 
ſalted us, as if we were in a ſtate of war, and treated us with as much 
Cruelty, as if it had been actually proclaim'd. Our Ships were rifled and 
made Captures, and our Merchants uſed with Barbarity and Inſolence; 
and when, upon our repeated Complaints, we could:meet with no reaſon- 
able Satisfaction for paſt Injuries, nor any Security from future; we 
had no Option left but to have Recourſe to Arms, to vindicate the Ho- 
nour of our Country, and aſſert our Liberty of Commerce, and make 
our Appeal to the Tribunal of the God of Battles. That we are under 
a Neceſſity, in our own Defence, of declaring War againſt another 
Kingdom, is too evident. ; 

And as our War is neceſſary, ſo that it may be attended with Succeſs, 
let it be our Care to anſwer the latter Part of the Text alſo, by our 
unfeigned Humiliation, and hearty Prayers in theſe Houſes which are 
built for his Name. O let us not, by our unſeaſonable and trifling 
Prejudices, widen thoſe Breaches which gape already too much for the 
Admiſſion of our common Enemy. Let us enjoy the Opportunity, and 
thank 
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thank God for the Privilege of approaching theſe Structures, which are 
ſolemnly conſecrated to his Honour, For altho' there is not one parti- 
cular Temple appointed under the Goſpel, as was under the Law, 
where we are requir'd by the fpecial Command of God to pay our Pub- 
lick Homage and Adoration ; yet directed by that Example, and agree- 
ably to the Reaſon of the Thing, have we Houſes here built and con- 
ſecrated for that pur poſe by the Authority of the Kingdom; where the 
Worſhip preſcrib'd is ſuitable to the Doctrine and Rules of the Goſpel, 
and which the frequent and earneſt Injunctions for Unity and Agree- 
ment there deliver'd, enforced by the Commands of our Superiors, re- 
quire us conſtantly to frequent. Nor can we ever more unſeaſonably 
ſeparate from the Communion of our Fellow- Chriſtians, than when we 
are going out toWar. O let us not, by a Pretence of Conſcience, in 
the Contempt of ſuch plain Duties, add to our Provocations againſt 
Almighty God; nor, by our unhappy Diſputes and Animoſities, weaken 
_ ourſelves, who might elfe, under Providence, be impregnable. 

We have ſufficient Warning given us to unite, from the late and 
preſent Threats of our Enemies to invade us, for which we can hardly 
ſuppoſe any Foundation or Encouragement, but from our unreaſonable 
Factions and Diviſions. May God Almighty open our Eyes to ſee 
our Danger, and to prevent it by keeping the Unzry of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace, May he heal all our Religious and Civil Differences, 
that we may be no longer a Kingdom divided againſt itſelf; and then 
we need be the leſs afraid of any Foreign Attempts. 

And while we approach thoſe Houſes of Prayer which are ſolemnly 
dedicated to his Naine, let us anſwer the End of our coming thither, 
by our humble and fervent Supplications to the God who there reſides, 
Let none of us think that the due Performance of this Day's Duty, by 
Repentance and Prayer, is an improper Method of procuring Victory. 
For tho' the Goodneſs of our Cauſe may inſpire us with ſome Aſſurance; 
yet the extreme Looſeneſs both of our Principles and Manners gives 
us tao much Reaſon to fear. Our crying and National Provocations 
afford us, indeed, but a very melancholy Proſpect: Our open and bare- 
fac'd Profaneneſs, our frequent Oaths and Perjuries, as if in Defiance 
of the Divine Vengeance : Our intolerable and profeſs'd Lewdneſs and 
Drunkenneſs, and unbounded Extravagance in every Article of Life: 
INGO? Our 
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Our general Diſregard of Religion, Neglect of Publick Worſhip and 
Violation of the Lord's Day: Our Contempt of all Diſcipline, Order, 
and Authority, as if all our Fences, both Civil and Religious, were 
broken down, and all Manner of Villany were growing to an outrageous 
Pitch of Inſolence among us. 

Of this we are ſufficiently convinc'd from thoſe horrid Adulteries, 
Robberies, and Murders, with which our daily Journals are frequently 
fill d. Give me Leave to mention too that notorious Bribery and Cor- 
ruption, which is, perhaps, riſen to a greater Height than ever was 
known in this Kingdom ; and which, where-ever it prevails, never 
fails to deſtroy the Liberties, and bring on the Ruin, of the moſt flou- 
riſhing People. With regard to our own Conſtitution, this muſt be 
the inevitable Conſequence, which conſiſting of Three Eſtates, all de- 
fign'd to be a Check upon, as well as to ſtrengthen and ſupport each 
other, whenever either of theſe by Violence or Corruption comes to- 
have ſo great an Influence over the other, that they are not at Eiberty 
to conſult the Good of the Community, but muſt purſue the Meaſures 
preſcrib'd to them, the Balance is no longer preferv'd; and tho' the 
Conſtitution may, for ſome time, retain its Name and Form, yet is the 
Foundation of it, in reality, undermined. Tho', like Nebuchadnez- 
zar's Image, the Head may be form'd of Gold, and the Brightneſs may 
appear excellent; yet is it ſupported only by Feet of Clay. 

As Bribery is a Canker that taints every good Quality in a private 
Character, and deſtroys every Thing that is generous and praiſe-wor- 
thy in Human Society, as it poiſons every hbonejt Principle, and under- 
mines every valuable intereſt, it muſt be deteſted in all the Degrees and 

Species of it. But of all Sorts of Bribery, that by Publick Prefer- 
ments is certainly the moſt deſtructive to a Community. When theſe 
are diſpoſed of, not with regard to Merit, ariſing from ſuperior Talents, 
or a faithful Diſcharge of Duty ; but purely with a View to private 
Intereſt, Party Favour, or Election Influence, or perhaps for engaging 
in ſuch Meaſures as Conſcience and Honour recoil at, the Conſequences 
muſt be extremely fatal. For will not thoſe who are preferr'd, endea- 
vour to maintain their Stations by the ſame Arts that rais'd them? 
and will they not be enabled to do more Miſchięf by being furniſh'd 
with more Power ? Will not tber Candidates for Promotion ſtrive 


do 
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to diſtinguiſh-themſelyes by the ſame infamous Accompliſhments.? In 
the mean time Virtue, Integrity, Learning, and every ſolid Merit will 
lie neglected, the higheſt Offices, when ſo unworthily fill'd, will become 
contemptible, and to attain to Honour will be the greateſt Scandal 
and Reproach. And what will become of ſuch a People in the End 
thereof 2 

1 ſpeak not this to gratify a Spirit of Cenſure, but out of Affection to 
my King and Country, to whom no one is more ſincerely devoted, and 
out of an honeſt Zeal to point out ſuch Things wherein a Reformation 
would promote our Happineſs and Safety: And would to God all who 
are eoncern'd would make the proper Application | 

Theſe National Provocations, my Brethren, loudly call for ſome ex- 
emplary Judgment upon us. Theſe, theſe are the Enemies, nouriſh'd 
up in our own Bowels, which we have more Reaſon to be afraid of, 
than of the Spaniards, or any other that ſhall eſpouſe their Quarrel, 
Theſe we muſt all, in our ſeveral Stations, endeavour to ſubdue and 
conquer, before we can expect any Favour at the Tribunal of Heaven. 
For tho' God may in Mercy ſuſpend our Doom, and not at preſent de- 
liver us into the Hands of our Enemies; yet we may depend upon it, 
without a ſpeedy Reformation, he will take the Matter into his own 
Hands, and be avenged of ſuch a Nation as this. Or if no ſignal Judg- 
ment be inflicted on us from Heaven, yet muſt our Deſtruction, in a 
little time, be the natural Conſequences of our Sins. May theſe ſerious 
and important Conſiderations effectually prevail with all of us, and 
excite us with Sincerity of Heart, and the utmoſt Intenſeneſs of Spirit, 
to deprecate the Anger, and intreat the Protection of Almighty God; 
bewailing all our private and publick Provocations, and by turning 
away every one of us from our Iniquities. Let every one of us correct 
the Faults of One. No one knows how far his particular Amendment 
may go to. Preſerve the Kingdom. For if with unfeigned Repentance 
and hearty Prayer we return unto the Lord, no doubt-but he will hear 
from the Heavens, and maintain our Cauſe. And happy ſhall we be 
when we are in ſuch a Caſe ; yea, W oy we be when we have the 
r our God. 8 
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